
Martin Bird’s Prayers for 
Monday 18th – Sunday 24th October 

 
 

Monday – Luke the Evangelist 

Reading – Luke Chapter 10, verses 1 to 9 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him 
to every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or 

bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ If someone who promotes peace 
is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. Stay there, eating and 

drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around 
from house to house. 

“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. Heal the sick who 
are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for St Luke the Evangelist. We ask now that you would make us 
evangelists for you in our lives. You said that the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
This hasn’t changed and is still as relevant today as it was when you first said it. Help us to 

take our place as a worker for the Lord of the harvest, a worker for you, and help us to 
harvest more and more people for you, through who we are, what we say and what we 
do. Help us to go out in faith and hope, knowing that we go out with you beside us and 

your Spirit working in us. Amen 

 

 

Tuesday  

Reading – John Chapter 15, verses 12 to 17 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I 

no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 

made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that 
you might go and bear fruit - fruit that will last - and so that whatever you ask in my name 

the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other. 

Lord Jesus, thank you that you showed the greatest love of all. Thank you that you did give 
up your life for your friends, and thank you that we too can know that we are your friends 
and that you died for us. Thank you that you chose us and appointed us so that we might 
go and bear fruit for you. Thank you that we can know, for sure, that whatever we ask in 
your name, our Father will give us. Help us now to live out your command and truly love 

each other. Amen 

 

 



 

Wednesday 

Reading – Romans Chapter 6, verses 11 to 18 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any 

part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as 

an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not 
under the law, but under grace. 

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no 
means! Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, 

you are slaves of the one you obey – whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, 
or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you 

used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching 
that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves to righteousness. 

Lord Jesus, help us to obey your teaching and, in so doing, may we, too, be set free from 
sin. We want to be slaves to righteousness – help us to get to that point. You have bought 

us from inevitable death because of sin, to guaranteed eternal life through your death 
and resurrection – help us now to live as saved, changed people, and help others to be so 

changed and saved too. Amen 

 

 

Thursday 

Reading – Psalm 138 

I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart; before the ‘gods’ I will sing your praise. 
I will bow down towards your holy temple and will praise your name for your unfailing love 

and your faithfulness, for you have so exalted your solemn decree 
that it surpasses your fame. 

When I called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me. 

May all the kings of the earth praise you, LORD, when they hear what you have decreed. 
May they sing of the ways of the LORD, for the glory of the LORD is great. 

Though the LORD is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; though lofty, he sees them from 
afar. Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. You stretch out your hand 

against the anger of my foes; with your right hand you save me. The LORD will vindicate 
me; your love, LORD, endures for ever – do not abandon the works of your hands. 

Lord God, help us always to take time out of our lives to praise you, just as the psalmist 
here does. May we praise you with our lives, and leave no-one in any doubt of just what 

you mean to us. At the moment so many of us feel down and lowly, but we know that you 
look kindly on the lowly and you see us when no-one else does. Be with us Lord God at this 
time when the world is still suffering and horrific things continue to happen. Thank you that 
your love endures forever – may more and more people come to you and know that love 

for themselves. As they do so, may this world get ever closer to being the loving, warm 
place you created it to be, for all people – for all are your children. Amen 



Friday 

Reading – Psalm 145, verses 1 to 7 

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 
Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. 

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. 
One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts. 

They speak of the glorious splendour of your majesty – and I will meditate on your 
wonderful works.  

They tell of the power of your awesome works – and I will proclaim your great deeds. 
They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 

  

Lord God, may we continue to commend your works to other generations. May we never 
miss an opportunity to tell those younger than us and older than us, who don’t know you, 
just how wonderful you are, how mighty you are, and how great your deeds are. You are 
great, Lord God, and worthy of any and all praise we can give you. We praise you and 

extol you – help us to continue to do so throughout our lives. Amen 

 

 

Saturday 

Reading – John Chapter 16, verses 23 to the end 

In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you 
whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. 

Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 

“Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this 
kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my 

name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself loves 
you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came from 

the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the 
Father.” 

Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of 
speech. Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have 

anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.” 

“Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. “A time is coming and in fact has come when you 
will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, 

for my Father is with me. 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Lord Jesus, at this time when the whole world has troubles, help us to remember your 
words at the end of today’s reading which mean we can still look out in love and hope. 

You knew we would have trouble in the world, but what you then remind us is so 
wonderful. We can take heart, because you have overcome the world – thank you Lord 

Jesus for dying on the cross for us all, and for rising to new life so we can know for sure that 
are the Son of God. Help us all to take heart in you – you have overcome the world. Christ 

has died, is risen and the world is overcome. Amen 



Sunday 

Reading – Luke Chapter 18, verses 9 to 17 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that 
I am not like other people - robbers, evildoers, adulterers - or even like this tax collector. I 

fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat 
his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted.” 

People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the 
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let 

the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little 

child will never enter it.” 

Lord Jesus, help us to look at ourselves rather than at others. Help us to know that we, like 
the tax collector, are sinners. Because of that we ask that you would have mercy on us, 

knowing that you will do just that. Help us to humble ourselves before God, knowing that it 
is right and just so to do you. In so doing, help us to receive your kingdom like children, 

wide eyed and full of excitement at what is to come, rather than like the cynical adults we 
can be. You welcomed children to you – may we do likewise so that more and more 

children would know you in their lives. We exalted you and give you the glory, Lord Jesus – 
help us to be humble before you and know that you are our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 
 


